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mission; and upon his humble refusal conceived her first
displeasure against him. How such a defence would have
passed, if it had been offered in form, is easier to be con-
ceived, than how any person in his wits could have the
confidence to affirm it; which last it would indeed be hard
to believe, if there were any room left for doubt.

The Earl of Godolphin wanted protection, notwithstanding
the act of general pardon, which had been procured by his
credit, and was principally calculated for his own security.
He knew that his long neglect of compelling the accomptants
to pass their accompts, might be punished as a breach of
trust. He had run the kingdom into immense debts, by
taking up stores for the navy upon a vast discount, without
parliamentary security ; for which he could be able to plead
neither law nor necessity: and he had given way, at least,
to some proceedings, not very justifiable, in relation to re-
mittances of money, whereby the public had suffered con-
siderable losses. The Barrier Treaty sat heavy upon the
Lord Townshend's spirits, because if it should be laid before
the House of Commons, whoever negotiated that affair,
might be subject to the most severe animadversions : and
the Earl of Wharton's administration in Ireland was looked
upon as a sufficient ground to impeach him, at least, for high
crimes and misdemeanours.

The managers in Holland were sufficiently apprised of all
this ; and Monsieur Buys, their minister here, took care to
cultivate that good correspondence between his masters and
their English friends, which became two confederates, pur-
suing the same end.

This manl had been formerly employed in England from
that republic, and understood a little of our language. His
proficiency in learning has been such, as to furnish now and
then a Latin quotation, of which he is as liberal as his stock
will admit. His knowledge in government reaches no farther
than that of his own country, by which he forms and culti-
vates matters of state for the rest of the world. His reason-
ings upon politics are with great profusion at all meetings;
' and he leaves the company with entire satisfaction that he
hath fully convinced them. He is well provided with that

1 P. Fitzgerald says "gentleman.53   [W. S. J.]